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F O R E W O R D 

In 1999, An twe rp ce lebra ted An thony van D y c k ' s four 
hundredth bir thday anniversary. Van Dyck 1999 ran 
from M a y through Oc tobe r 1999 and featured ten 
unique exhibi t ions, a con temporary mult id iscip l inary 
project involving the laboratory, as well as a colorful 
summer fest ival and a spec ia l edi t ion of the annual 
fest ival of polyphonic music. 
Wi th the s logan Van Dyck lives! An twerpen O p e n was 
eager to involve the city, its inhabitants and vis i tors, 
ar t ists and sc ient is ts . In this respect , An twerpen O p e n , 
Roomade and the Provincia l M u s e u m of Photography 
joined forces to produce a Singular and contemporary 
contr ibut ion to this fest ive ce lebrat ion: Laboratorium. 
The Support of the F lemish Government was indis­
pensable for the real izat ion of this project. It s t resses 
the impor tance our region wants to give to the 
enhancement of creat iv i ty in ar ts as in sc ience . 
The results of the projects taken place within the 
f ramework of this exhibi t ion, are ref lected in the book 
Laboratorium, accompan ied by essays from different 
pract i t ioners d iscuss ing the issue of the laboratory in 
relation to their pract ice. 
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